REG1LDING THE CRESCENT
As, however, the change in the War Depart-
ment is closely connected with matters of foreign
policy that  we  are now engaged upon,  your
honourable  assembly will fully realise  all the
drawbacks   which   an   immediate   explanation
might have had for the sacred interests of the
empire.      Convinced   as   1   am  that   all  hon.
members will find   my explanations perfectly
satisfactory,  I am none the less compelled to
postpone them until Wednesday next.    [Loud
cries of * No ! No !  Impossible !']   The removal
of the Minister of Marine is merely the sequel of
his own resignation, which I shall hand to you.
Regarding  the appointment of Zia  Pacha as
Minister for Public  Instruction, it was  made
because the post was vacant.    As regards the
transfer from the capital of the Salonika bat-
talions, which has been attributed to an order
made by the Grand Vizier, it has been rumoured
that the Minister of War was removed from
office because he opposed  their going.     This
report was circulated solely with the object of
producing an  unfavourable impression  on the
deputies and of exciting public opinion.   I hereby
declare that it is absolutely untrue.  The greatest
proof of my loyalty to the Constitution lies in
the fact of my having given the post of Minister
of War to Nazim Pacha.     I do not think that a
single person can doubt either the military ability
or the patriotic devotion of that officer.
" Signed,    KIAMIL* Grand Vizier.
"21 Mouharrem, 1327.
"31 KiaTiouni Sam, 1327."